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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 1, 2010

MICHELLE SHOCKED PREPARES FOR 20th ANNIVERSARY OF ARKANSAS TRAVELER

Roadworks v.1 Arkansas Traveler Redux is a prelude to the 2012 celebration of a 20-year-old masterpiece


LOS ANGELES, Calif. — This year’s Folk Alliance in Memphis TN will bear witness, among other things, to the enduring legacy of Michelle Shocked’s acclaimed and highly controversial Arkansas Traveler. The epic travelogue, originally released in 1992 on Mercury/PolyGram, reissued on her own Mighty Sound label in 2004, continues to inspire hundreds, even thousands, of like minded musicians to stake their claim on that curious notion of ‘Americana’ – a musical style as diverse and varied as the land that conceived it. Ironically, Shocked will showcase the material in Memphis to a generation who grew up hearing it as part of their parent’s record collection. The tour will continue through 2010 as part of her Roadworks project.

“My dad was the influence and inspiration for Arkansas Traveler. First a school teacher, later a carpenter, he never gave up his day job. Usually after work he’d sit by the old woodstove and pull out his Gibson mandolin and teach himself, plink by plink, how to play old-time tunes from a Mel Bay music book. My brother and I both watched him, thinking, ‘Well, if he can do it, I know I can.’ He turned us on to his record collection; Texas songwriters, Texas blues, and most significantly, hipster cats like Hot Rize, Norman Blake, Doc Watson, the Red Clay Ramblers and others the mainstream music world dismissed as hillbillies. My brother and I considered them rock stars.”


Her father also took them to bluegrass festivals, Winfield KS’ National Flatpicking Championships in particular – and exposed them to a wealth of homegrown talent that the world didn’t recognize. With the exposure of a national platform via her album on PolyGram Records, Shocked showcased and celebrated her heroes. She also featured young rising stars – Alison Krauss and Wilco’s Jeff Tweedy are notable examples, and even recruited her brother to join Tweedy’s band.

Controversy was created in 1992 by her insistence on openly discussing the roots of this American musical tradition. At the time, blackface minstrelsy had been all but erased from collective consciousness. Her effort, and that of others, has successfully brought the past back to rejoin the dialogue, as an intrinsic part of what makes Americana, and America, both so well loved and suspected.
For more information on Michelle Shocked, please contact
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