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Rory Mcleod
A modern travelling troubadour using tap shoes, acappella, harmonica, guitar, trombone, spoons, finger cymbals, bandorea, djembe and various percussion instruments!

Rory has travelled the globe for different reasons at different times, from Asia to the middle East from Gambia to Cuba, Central America, Australia, North America, Canada, Europe and other nooks and crannies of the earth. 
"You don't listen to McLeod you travel with him"
City Hub, Sydney (Australia)
"I've travelled to look for work, to mend a broken heart, to be with someone I longed for. I'd travel to visit friends and on the way I'd make new ones, I'd roam because I was curious to see what was around the next corner, sometimes I travelled to follow the warmer weather and migrate... like the birds and the big whales and fishes do".
Rory
"McLeod is one of the most energetic, most generous performers I've seen." (Doug Spencer, ABC Radio)

"The evening came to a close with Learning To Walk Again, a perfect end to a perfect encore and another reason why the crowd did not want him to leave." (Revolver, Sydney, 19 Feb 2001)

" 'The charismatic British storytelling troubadour, proved to be very entertaining as he tripped passionately through highly original and distinctive self-penned material. Rory and Aimee compliment each other wonderfully on stage and are both confident conversationalists

"...eloquently expressed ideas are set to vibrant, dynamic music with bouncy rhythms, infectious riffs and nifty tunes. McLeod transmitted a pure joy of music making ..."

St Louis Post-Despatch (USA)

"McLeod is one of the most energetic, most generous performers I've seen."

Doug Spencer, ABC Radio (Australia) 

"Atavistic peoples' music ... something uncommon and most certainly an endangered species. You'll know Rory when you see him - above all don't miss him next time he's here."

Molly McAnailly Burke, Hot Press (Ireland) 

"Rory is a dynamic live performer - never still or silent, his shows radiate energy. All this dynamism does not obliterate his songs which are always thought-provoking and well crafted. Get hold of one of his albums and come and see one of the folk circuit's greatest live performers."

Venue magazine, Bristol (UK) 

"...he inspired both a standing ovation on the main stage and widespread enthusiasm at his many workshops."

The Ubyssey, Vancouver Folk Festival (Canada) 

"He immediately won the hearts of people by playing a tune on his harmonica to a crying baby, who was so astounded that it stopped crying (temporarily)! For an encore he played Back to Donegal at the request of the crowd which did not want to see him go."

Mary Evans, Sidmouth Herald (UK) 

"Like a human organ-grinder..."

City Pages, Minneapolis (USA) 

"Rory McLeod was another revelation ... He also proved to be a risk-taking performer leaving the Tinely stage during a harmonica piece to walk among the audience, completing the tune without the PA system!"

Dirty Linen, Womad Festival, Toronto (Canada) 

"If you're up there God, then please look after Rompin' Rory, some of us down here need this boy more than breath, love and tears"

Dick Barnes (UK) 

"Rory McLeod has a profound disadvantage - for pigeon-holers and hacks - that he is so original it's nigh impossible to compare him with anyone else. Writing songs packed with streams of words, often so dense that the casual listener could easily let the craft, beauty and power of the content slip by. An awe inspiring live performer who, you discover when you repay his craft with the scrutiny it deserves, writes quite brilliant songs."

Ian Anderson, Folk Roots (UK) 

"These nine songs are among the most interesting you're going to hear all year."

Folk Roots (UK) 

Previous Record Reviews: 

Mouth To Mouth (Double CD):

"'A beautiful mix of tender love songs, powerful political messages and everything in between." (Byron Shire Echo, Byron Bay, 9 Jan 2001) 

'"This album is getting acclaim world wide and it's easy to hear why. This man makes socio-political stance a joyous right instead of a tiresome ballad. A body of work that's fresh and full of life, laughter and song." (XPress, Perth, 11 Jan 2001) 

"His songs evoke a life lived at the edge with great joy" (Northern Rivers Echo, Byron Bay, 11 Jan 2001) 

"Unorthodox and brilliant" (Green Left, Weekly, Australia, 1 Feb 2001) 

"Immerse yourself in the vibrant and emotive words and music of Rory McLeod and you will certainly feel most pleased to be alive!" (Beat Magazine, Melbourne, 7 Feb 2001) 

"A treasure trove." (Geelong Advertiser, Geelong, 18 Feb 2001) 

"A panoramic collection of infectious songs and instrumentals that is fully of warmth, humour and insights... Affectionate songs about 'ordinary' people." (Canberra Times, Canberra, 1 Mar 2001) 

Angry Love:

"A wide variety of styles should certainly have appeal far beyond the tight confines of the British folk circuit" ('Swagbag' UK)

"Rory's tune smithery is impressive throughout... Songs are strong, rhythmic and singable which is striking for someone so prolific" ( 'Folk Roots', UK)

"Rory McLeods insidious charm and unflustered bravery are a delight to uncover. A lyrical eloquence that's cheeky, endearing, strong and striking. This is an overtly political album in many ways (Personal to international) while acknowledging the ties that bind the family without cloying sentimentality." ( 'Sounds' UK)

Kicking The Sawdust:

"Autobiography with all cupboards open." (Leeds 'Other Paper' UK)

"No-one, not one soul in this whole crazy world, can help but fall in love with Rory McLeod's latest Double CD 'Kicking The Sawdust.' ...an album infused with happiness, with not one dud track. Jam packed with 21 wildly original tacks. Each song is a delight with playful tunes and lyrics worth listening to, time and time again." ( Nic Rigby. Evening News. UK)

Footsteps And Heartbeats:

"Uncompromisingly earthy and edgy" ('BJ Cole, Guitar Magazine)

"Restless footsteps and the pulsing heartbeat of the music takes the listener on journeys through the streets of Britain, the dusty plains of the East and the ramble tamble of the south Americas. There are some excellent melodies at play; it's Mcleod who provides the beating heart." ( 'Broadbeat', Scotland)

"I love this record, it's non-stop aural caressment.... Singing Copper is a journey to a policemans' heart and soul, a high point lyrically. This is world music, real, vital and intensely listenable. Probably one of the best collection of Love songs you'll ever hear." ( Rock and Reel. UK)

" ...philosopher Descartes had it right when he said " the simplest man with passion will be more persuasive than the most eloquent without." Add a traveller's ability as a teller of tales and a compassionate eye for detail and you get the idea." ('Entertainer' - Australia)

"Lovers of folk music will breathe a huge sigh of approval upon auditioning Rory's superbly crafted release." (Cape Country Courier' – Tasmania)

Travelling Home:

" 'Back to Donegal' is a Bacchic delight of banjo, fiddle, Uillean pipe and spoons-filled Irish tunes. A joyous travelogue. (A high energy 'Coney Island') And there's social criticism that's not detached and dogmatic. Rather, he breathes a passionate angry fire into songs about the ruin and rot of our country..(the Rhumba-esque 'Defending our Homes') or racism (a hearty adaption of Broonzy's Black Brown and White) And then there's a more light -hearted edge. 'Compatability' a chirpy duet, is a witty analysis of a relationship. Soulful, passionate and transcendent. A blinder of a record." ( Folk Roots - UK)

Lullabies For Big Babies:

" Seldom is it that a small shiny plastic disc so easily evoke so many sensory pleasures. Lullabies...takes you to places where you can inhale the freshness of newly cut grass, soak up market aromas, feel the sunshine on your skin, taste succulent fruit, feel tipsy on booze and life, glow with the warmth of friendship and ache with loneliness. Rory McLeod creates music that celebrates life.....the good, the bad and the ugly." ('Sarah Coxson, Folk Roots' - UK. #170/17)

McLeod's Blitzkrieg of originality should have made him a national icon long ago. That he remains a mere cult hero in a specialist field has much to do with his own incessant lust for adventure, reflected in a blaze of contrasting musical and lyrical reference points which scarcely keep him in one place long enough to milk any glory. Part Talking Blues, part world music visionary, he switches from unexpected sentiment (Unlearning Song) to rampaging political observation in a voice that makes Billy Bragg sound like a public School boy, while skipping lightly through a musical history of the world. The First CD is an especially moving Song Cycle, including telling contributions by ex-Anam singer Aimee Leonard, an inspired re-working of Ewan Macoll's 'Joy Of Living' and one epic, mind-boggling socialist anthem 'What would Jesus Do? Inspirational.

(Colin Irwin)
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